There was and is nothing new in Nazi ideology. It is a rehash and
faithful continuation of earlier periods of German policy. As regards
German minorities abroad, the Nazis propagated an innocent-sounding
but very dangerous doctrine : the idea of the unity of the whole German
nation wherever it may live. The very programme of che National
Socialist movement speaks of " the unification of all Germans in ;.*
Greater Germany on the basis of the right of self-determination of the
nations," and if the statesmen of Europe had taken the trouble of
reading Mem Kampf they would have found the formula that * * the
German Reich must, as a State, include all Germans/1 This thesis
was expounded in innumerable speeches and books ; yet the statesmen
of the world did not bother to reflect that this unopposed claim meant,
for instance, the inclusion in the Greater Reich of even large tracts
of South America and, in fact, the annexation of all territories in
which German populations are to be found.

Bismarck, in a moment of self-revelation, made the almost un-
translatable admission : fc* Der Deutsche muss seine Schweinereien
immer weltanschaulich fundieren." (The German must always give
a philosophical foundation to his outrages.) Consequently this brutal
and unashamed imperialism (which nobody bothered to notice just
because it was proclaimed so openly) was cloaked with the mystical
mantle of the '' Community of Race,'' the Volksgemeinschaft. This
is composed of both culture and race and transcends all national
boundaries. Wherever a German dwells, whatever nationality he
has adopted, his first duty remains to Germany. Not citizenship,
but *" community of blood '' and language constituted that " Volks-
gemeinschaft " ; and the movement openly aimed at uniting all
Germans not only in racial affinity but m political fact.

To attain this aim, work among German minorities was intensified
long before Hitler actually assumed power. What could appear more
innocent than the desire of a German community to cultivate its
language and cultural activities ? But the content and direction given
to these cultural activities succeeded in seducing those minorities
from their duty towards the State. The Sudeten Germans thus, like
other German minorities, introduced the totalitarian principles of
leadership, rejection of democratic ideals and methods, terrorism
against non-Nazis and, in general, the total adoption of German
National Socialist ideology. The advent to power of Nazism in
Germany thus resulted in a sharp radicalisation of German minorities
abroad. Backed by a mighty State whose rearmament was proceeding
unopposed, the Sudeten Germans soon formulated demands which
they deliberately made unacceptable. For their real aim was not
satisfaction, but the complete destruction of Czechoslovakia.
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